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HASSAN SHAM, Iraq — The
farthest edge of the Mosul
highway still controlled by
Iraqi and Kurdish forces
ends in towering concrete
barriers. Immediately

beyond are blackened craters blasted by speeding
suicide car bombs and the Islamic State positions.

It’s here — a 20-minute drive from Mosul on the
road linking it to the Kurdish capital of Irbil — that
the Kurdish troops, known as peshmerga, hold the
line in full view of the militants’ fighting positions.
But it remains uncertain if or when they will march
into Iraq’s second-largest city and the extremists’
stronghold.

The Islamic State group’s blitzkrieg, which stunned
the world and shocked the West into action with its
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— along with Mosul’s entire
police force disintegrated and
fled from Iraq’s second-
largest city and the
surrounding area in June
when faced with the Islamic
State’s lightning advance
across much of northern Iraq.

Some  Christmas
cheer  for  displaced
Iraqi  Christians  in
Irbil
As Christmas approaches,
religious leaders and officials
running a camp for Iraqi

Christians who fled advances by Islamic State
militants are working to instill some holiday cheer
for those spending their first Christmas away from
their homes.

Iraq’s  Sunnis  and
Shiites  coexist  in
Kurdish  refugee
camp
The French relief agency in
charge of Camp Hashem
manages to maintain order

among the mixed, destitute Iraqi population with
just a half dozen employees and no security
personnel.

Several  nations  to
send  total  of  1,500
troops  to  aid  in
Islamic  State  fight
Several nations have pledged
to send a total of about 1,500
troops to support the U.S.-led

campaign against Islamic State militants, Army Lt.
Gen. James L. Terry says.

New  US-sponsored
international
coalition  vows  to
defeat  Islamic  State
Coalition airstrikes against
Islamic State militants in
Syria and Iraq have had a

significant impact on the battlefield, allowing Iraqi
government forces to regain lost territory and
degrading the insurgents’ military capabilities,
Secretary of State John Kerry said Wednesday.

summer conquests across northern Iraq, is no
more, the Kurds say.

At the front, the peshmerga men now face
harassing tactics eerily reminiscent of the waning
insurgency Americans faced in the final years of
their Iraqi occupation.

Although the hundreds of U.S. airstrikes since
August have stopped the militants’ advance, the
Iraqi army and its Kurdish allies have so far
succeeded in retaking only slivers of occupied
territory. The front line now meanders across much
of northern Iraq, stretching for hundreds of miles
from the Syrian border to an area west of the
capital Baghdad.

“We as peshmerga are very strong. while day by
day ISIS gets weaker,” said Latif Razbedi, using
another name for the Islamic State. He spoke at the
final peshmerga checkpoint between Irbil and
Mosul. “In the day they hide from American planes,
and even after dark they can’t show themselves.”

To the Kurdish fighters here, the once-vaunted
power of the Islamic State has been reduced to
taking potshots from afar and the occasional
rocket-propelled grenade fired hastily in the night.
They no longer fear a deluge of well-armed,
fanatical Islamic militants sweeping through their
lines across the front line.

The highway behind them, however, still bears the
evidence of the shock of the groups’ stunning
summer advance, as well as the toll they paid when
they were repulsed by Western air power and a
rallied peshmerga.

The Islamic States footprint starts near the
outskirts of the Kurdish capital — the militants
were once less than 30 miles from Irbil. There,
refugees mill about skeletal concrete structures
that were supposed to be completed apartment
buildings by now.

Closer to Mosul the peshmerga checkpoints
become more and more frequent. Dozens of cars left behind by fleeing Iraqis gather
dust on a field beside the road.

In August, peshmerga forces told the 5,000 refugees at the Khazir refugee camp, located
several miles behind the current front, that they could no longer protect them in the
face of the Islamic State’s unrelenting advance.

The camp was closed and is today a sprawling square of rubbish abandoned in the haste
of the evacuation.

But the peshmerga returned in force in October, pushing the Islamic State fighters back
with the aid of coalition airstrikes that started that month.

“We stayed up that night and came down from the mountains and chased them away,”
said Adham Omer, a senior fighter. “Boom, bang, everywhere explosions. We loved it.”

Past the debris of the former refugee camp, rusting hulks of vehicles that once bore the
black flag of the Islamic State still dot the landscape. Western air power decimated
Islamic State convoys and heavy weapons, peshmerga say.

“If it moves, we can blow it up,” said a peshmerga officer in charge of calling in the
airstrikes. He declined to give his name for security reasons but said he had been
trained by Americans years earlier and helped fight the Iraqi insurgency after the 2003
invasion. “We get intelligence or we actually see them moving and we use GPS to target
them.”
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Just before the final Kurdish positions are the bullet-ridden homes occupied
progressively by civilians, the Islamic State and now the peshmerga. The oldest graffiti,
which reads “Yes, yes, for Saddam,” was crossed out and replaced by “Islamic State,”
which in turn was replaced by “Good luck peshmerga.”

In one house, a peshmerga fighter tied his scarf over his face. The smell of rot was
overwhelming. In the main foyer, a pool of human blood had gelled solid.

The fighters said they removed a headless body but have no idea who the victim was.

The peshmerga at the front recognize that the force down the highway is still
formidable, if diminished. And they still find themselves outgunned.

Outside their headquarters, a handful of Humvees — provided by France — flew the
Kurdish flag and sported new .50 calibre machine guns. But most of the fighters carried
aging Kalashnikov rifles and complained that they didn’t have the heavy weaponry to
punch through the U.S. armored vehicles that Islamic State forces plundered from
Mosul’s Iraqi Army bases.

Although Islamic State forces are unlikely to threaten Irbil again, it remains unclear
exactly who will evict them from Mosul.

“Kurdistan will stay under threat if ISIS will stay in Mosul. In other words, the target for
the time being must be Mosul,” Fuad Hussein, chief of staff to Kurdistan President
Massoud Barzani, said in October.

Since then officials of Iraq’s regional Kurdish government have been more reluctant to
publicly commit to a joint Iraqi-Kurdish attack on the city.

Lt. Col. Mohammad Harki, who commands the peshmerga battalion manning the front
line at the edge of the highway, said he was certain ISIS wouldn’t make it past their
lines. But he couldn’t tell when or if his men would march on Mosul.

“Politics,” he said, shrugging. “We don’t know.”

sleiman.jad@stripes.com
 

                

Comments  Policy

ADVERTISEMENT

Great  Gift
For  Military  Friends  &
Family
Here’s what to get the
service member who values
facts over opinion.

Vet  Jobs
Find a job with an employer
who values your military
experience. Get started
today!

Book  Club
Stripes Book Club is giving
away ten author-signed
books! Be our next winner -
enter today!

ADVERTISEMENT

Join the conversation and share your voice.

From  The  Web by  TaboolaSponsored  Links

WowICan'tBelieveIt.com

8  Nerdy  Celebs  Who  Grew  Up  to

be  Seriously  Good  Looking

Babbel

7  German  words  as  never  seen

before

Revolution  Golf

The  #1  Reason  the  Average

Golfer  Can't  Hit  It  200+  Yards...

Lass  dir  dieses  und  weitere Most  Embarrassing  Celebrity Man  Finds  Secret  Room  In

Latest  Blogs       

Pacific  Storm  Tracker
Tropical  disturbance  forming  near
Pohn’pei;;  could  threaten  Marianas
Guam’s National Weather Service says new
disturbance forming near Pohn’pei may
threaten Marianas mid-week.

Archive  Photo  of  the  Day



6/27/2015 Peshmerga near Mosul say Islamic State militants are weakening ‘day by day’ - News - Stripes

http://www.stripes.com/news/peshmerga-near-mosul-say-islamic-state-militants-are-weakening-day-by-day-1.319127 4/5

by  Taboola

Cpl. Stanley, service dog in training, 

leaves for his next assignment:

 stripes.com/cpl-stanley-se…

Stars
 and
 Stripes        

@starsandstripes

Expand

#OPINION | The flag, our reputation 

and Mr. John C. Calhoun:

 stripes.com/the-flag-our-r…

 pic.twitter.com/9I9UYvbCvQ

Stars
 and
 Stripes         @starsandstripes

13m

1h

Tweets Follow

Tweet to @starsandstripes

Sign up for our free Newsletters:   Daily Headlines | Weekly Update | Opinion | Veterans | Military History

Marley  Spoon
Rezepte  nach  Hause  liefern

American  Live  Wire
Wardrobe  Malfunctions

ViralNova

Office  --  Where  It  Led  Was
Astounding

More  from  Stars  and  Stripes

After admiral declines, Air Force pilot to run
Guantanamo prison

High court rejects appeal from general denied promotion
over Khobar Towers attack

Most decorated vet in American history? Sorry, Kid Rock,
it's not Robert O'Neill

Army's largest training installation changes commanders



6/27/2015 Peshmerga near Mosul say Islamic State militants are weakening ‘day by day’ - News - Stripes

http://www.stripes.com/news/peshmerga-near-mosul-say-islamic-state-militants-are-weakening-day-by-day-1.319127 5/5

Home | Archives | Stripes Lite | Ombudsman | Advertising | About Us | Feedback | Contact Us | Site Map

© 2015 Stars and Stripes. All Rights Reserved. 
Disclaimer | Comment Policy | Web Notices and Privacy Policy | Archive content policy | Accessibility/Section 508


